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No financial blogger wants to get in trouble with the law, become liable for financial 

damages or tarnish his or her reputation. You've probably thought about compliance with 

laws governing advisors registered with the SEC, FINRA, or other regulators. But what 

about copyright laws? 

  

Continue reading "Legal danger for financial bloggers: Two misconceptions, three 

resources, one suggestion."  
  

   

   

FAQ: "How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-Lesson Writing Class  
for Financial Advisors" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Are you a financial professional, writer, or marketer with questions about whether my 

virtual class, "How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-Lesson Writing Class for 

Financial Advisors," will work for you? 

  

You'll find answers to common questions at "FAQ: 'How to Write Blog Posts People Will 

Read: A 5-Lesson Class for Financial Advisors.'"   
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The next class starts in January 2013. Sign up now for the Early Bird rate!  

  

  

Marketing communication notes from #fpaexperience 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Here are some highlights from sessions I attended at FPA Experience 2012, the Financial 

Planning Association's annual conference, in San Antonio, Texas. You'll notice my notes 

focus on marketing and communication, even when that wasn't the speaker's focus.  

   

Read the highlights in "Marketing communication notes from #fpaexperience." 

  

Here are more of my blog posts inspired by FPA Experience: 

 Your mother and the fiscal cliff  

 Carville's advice to Romney applies to email writers, too  

 If you missed my email presentation at FPA Experience...  

    
  

Guest post: "Good Writing is Good for Business" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gil Weinreich and I had a great conversation about the importance to advisors of good 

writing when he interviewed me for an article about email that appeared on AdvisorOne. 

I'm delighted that I convinced him to share his thoughts in this guest post. 

 

Read Weinreich's post at "Guest post: 'Good Writing is Good for Business.'" 

  

  

Social media as practiced by Brittney Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff Rose 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Financial advisors can win new clients from social media. Here are some of the highlights 

of what I heard from Brittney Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff Rose in a social media panel 

moderated by Michael Kitces at FPA Experience in San Antonio in October 2012.  
   
Continue reading "Social media as practiced by Brittney Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff 

Rose." 
  
  

Finding easy-to-follow formulas for your blog posts 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"Are there writing formulas I can follow?" This question from one of my blogging class 

students popped into my head as I read a Wall Street Journal article.  

  

Continue reading "Finding easy-to-follow formulas for your blog posts."   

  

  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-adYX5Q2-kHGFQ8R4HoQOgP3ghwfq9z1lxcDpeV6BTaZgoPU9qbTMIjhwdoLpJh_2dw4J6at8VbgHmIlrla7_jeJgjDkNRkA8IVc2MFs4Y1SwmmdtqHgqtevsgmJ70c2Z37aXbj9OryCotqv2uuy_gFE7dGyZP5V5m6_YobxKjRGclrWw78eH9F9k1sddjsQm-uwbfqcdlB-M3c9PXqIo9gvoCKoLF9nidivYQ9LtCkFUPYV6aTLnN8s_a_4Jz1GhPe5ljh3tGzDPBmKffYIwRL9jzYNg5PGat_QnNyhOyBTqne8owydAQ4FZytEEPVPGl-UlDZsoiNFXnCtRcmy4qI2ntRm01oHomOD79Ui8pi-YSP07fgrnbwQEjgnrEGgzo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-ZqMiNDpyrnfriE7rL_raGXVKJKXnppphD9bsRQRSiiaF--pq42dSWPntZejDW35TXy3BdXk22bqtBu8FEB6FEzC8UnDPeP6RYV5n01f0dRDIpztys5QAE6sXlzpLOi0iODay-aNTGFbBlCE_ApsNZ_I_eafTcOEsIv5CXpX5JWN40mWE4lAfoIjJc9h2Rq7LzRD2iT6cvy8BXddtvGx5MwhE9eO7d-Z5sk4UXPo2n3vISku5qR-xx89PeF7klqXL40MivlzhXS58hfYTsl_-ftmCtYLRetFeupFcujbtGzYEd3_ilK-8pu8EsESANf-3jl52L31zbB_veC2e7AapXjpbZy8PZx3lk7XmH4tzCrKxwRbzZ2_naR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-bg7LeEkNdSkRj8nWY99q3-j5aOWHyclH2fwV1QKz-NejqOi5qtKfVJOVsqzs2lXZdFy4MQUTS5d8u9VeLLvRL8zC8p4w63Y_iXl6-js4NbeupgQBrCTcwKuo6cGpS3B4eYFNeFTsLqPLUKJU7xP-2urmRARsbnFQuhyh6Mhqgx8dLR1Gc6OaFvuYsFWJLGaNTwL1XWINSM6bn1Rg-77nFh7IxiAVQGZTUfyhe4V-qeLjHkjGi1VmZN7FOvYDS6KPQPQbEou8QTHHIi7s0H5dRPQWNkGYSYXfc18hR9LMV3ddO2Evm5gC3sBg2L7sMd5qvp6uBSfjDVxD8OVquyvCwuEsa-r8UjJOhcQe2Yd81RObPeXnzGr_df0NAPS5zjaetL4LEyNA7pklCeBM3NSp3y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-binMYpjWn2zN8tSS-ZG-5EK_2qkGUZ926q20jN9Ei-DtChygeQRNV-YWuyLHxU8SCrBVY4lr7_q4WjH4mmCS1FzIVdZEdXE-oJvmv2d7hhm2KFxSu6gkLNiH9gKaEw8lSMjgHrDP4fbuQFrI7e_kXW6n2wnShsrp7ioqydpLwvCgj5-do-LnVMKqeWwBaEoHvmYG_1RTnPekgkGhnId_QGV9arLrVAvYWqsFJ4iG6jEXosepoeObfJIOwERBgAMdfYuuIWixW1pUqLj4tPNBkJ1g_Eub5qcfe_T49t2wkM_immW57eA04O5O1GsNDPJkC0V0oYxBOiA847ZCvTEx4OGktRzf0kIQYgkUIscmLjVGo6THn9vjzqPNfuEHFF5spSBb8ie_fIpiwk-IkSo-TK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-YNi0QsHWhtBMYoHhxVZue-lehKKBGpKfeJB_3KpCB425wv_hXk4GCocf1rqZHr0lDxNMGTpq3VjNx9nvbYZ2xBt8X6r8kaVJdKFfTAubCDGIHTGlKcilH1BqHUy7mYkBCb7dIpsZN817bndF8Bjv3yLwnO9UTpvlXUto4u6sTZbGaWT5dm8k2EqnCUCHnmLm7GAmYZiweOzGTtD6-OUQMJu9k0XKXsmjV24rVjTjfk66r_zzUBsgwVEfW-Q58QrdSEOe7YFHCzIjBAKw66pjpBPefWOKSL382utYl1g5xs6fD9afCc7ZWv2n1j_SzRDmYyjbxslriFeu0TV0DEWKsqvycHOlR7NvtecwcZUvTYgvawxXTgVWVh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-bzzelabiPnpf20v9gn77RExxyhN2vz72Q8jyocUI6lbufJogYkAvSQZqMsJtjgE6oWKqtAvbuLUcWe1srXlu3oqQq3ugGq2XVKLMUhZzWzMmbI9gs24CvV_I5fXxGb5fB7hQ1SdpGTWqOUIi2aCfB_MwinOfZG-RomPIAysCOZw2AVoiEmw0c-PF3FVuhzjkBujSBj_PkddpyjeQRwPFbOiqOXO7GeJVEa13sgoey0DL5-eiFNyKY7Yc8JLD573gTfQwpEpoxf3mjblDXHK0zUqR_n1PD1J5Tqm6sg0BJDYY6l66zI1zRCfTWc7UP_MW1JLHXAaXj0nEHJgCm7SjZ59fnz3FBX5eHx1slopU9DKuxrLDKmpfLIFi7Ge3QFwJftjA0EXewHdg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-YSNUMHfub6ir-4pcO7jhe6H5BeMKpCiVSXxL4FQip3kfSiatkEmAad5gO8VdROfSBw-BGeo8p68lBIegyGENwTGSUnUruChfcfKWG_YWBx0l8_9OKwCt8j
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-YBpODQoNrs6W-UiCXdozoxnLpUYUvGBKWCtD6XZleIxjVqfPIgcTKWRwF6Yr51gJExfU5JKJ4ZykBjVWEW_17uJDIp2m1o6kSRH53LbE4fUvLxpBcuZW7I
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-Y8_HC6fzItRjOV9y4Q4b4AJj47Qd_TLA0ywvf3r7K6JMKLFL_uct8PgecOUtFyxUTrEO5W53CRJ-IEHosEWzUuEH1Q4FPU4S2ErhPsxDj29w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-aKuyTjg6Y0GWEfA3WTpCwXsVdUhVuxDZdWAbobIxxGW5pURv3vLJjeytK3Nr2SBeQ878IVlFmLJSCh38fIRE1hn6RGrusmINC0E4nGkVmxRj0YeaFK7q6L
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-Y6da8hev-bSiAkfUSOVMQd_mS6O2uKY3cQ8ocFIYGQ4gdTQG3UYTE9swyVdVm5Qht6nvvqUGPhGwAcC2zs_PaEYO9zefNUgn4xhRAROnhO4_7FYdc0VRr3IKgL-RGB66ChbhSTAaOb4z0xKK6ziebU-Owp8-KzI9Q8FKmHejMbfJu29Se5BSNRr2nm1chdnwAfqGfWrDGbqzo7-xoYcNeq48jNBS8lcXRdEf7M2QtmsX8CjMtm9bRBG1CgIIBy1MPK5AKxw8UCntjtR-Hl7EkUUThKHNwi78AWVIf0OTJUKRCfcJbWQD_bMOBOHSEJrHgpSR_dTzYMYE6vLrqvJB4rV0gxGNqj7D7BkNizzXraRVJb8LImNQzk3GL2Dzj2F1wYgL1Rl-If6GRTxu-X2Bv74uFCRrua3A9Okwv_U5Wepw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-Y6da8hev-bSiAkfUSOVMQd_mS6O2uKY3cQ8ocFIYGQ4gdTQG3UYTE9swyVdVm5Qht6nvvqUGPhGwAcC2zs_PaEYO9zefNUgn4xhRAROnhO4_7FYdc0VRr3IKgL-RGB66ChbhSTAaOb4z0xKK6ziebU-Owp8-KzI9Q8FKmHejMbfJu29Se5BSNRr2nm1chdnwAfqGfWrDGbqzo7-xoYcNeq48jNBS8lcXRdEf7M2QtmsX8CjMtm9bRBG1CgIIBy1MPK5AKxw8UCntjtR-Hl7EkUUThKHNwi78AWVIf0OTJUKRCfcJbWQD_bMOBOHSEJrHgpSR_dTzYMYE6vLrqvJB4rV0gxGNqj7D7BkNizzXraRVJb8LImNQzk3GL2Dzj2F1wYgL1Rl-If6GRTxu-X2Bv74uFCRrua3A9Okwv_U5Wepw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-bVHkXisXruLU7q2SshIWsRqLeH9TjyvF81V7kMQf9VlVyXdZxMmnU5hnknVh1RV6Vsd8t2B2Elb8wOP1yfxU9upc4CaZiYmPdjT04znnyrj5Ij15RWexdYO6R-b2JZwoAD4hqbH_tcDGpz7cgDS9RDL-BvqaMwy-JwpxKYgVMqMvlwqpXz3PoztAuvF_nA_H5SJ41fsnv6JzUedfmsLS-7vZ9et0umtn7XKgQnITNKc8MHqAttZF-2UaKJ9zcNUtjUsdFBoWyz37EF7-zabH0h_lrG4mtkaIUXSz99PCnORDmkDS_y3AmgVHgI4vO_NMi4XLIAyypLAoQ3hWXV_TO_DMqoL4UOmSE5XkXx4yBgCHqpkg_piMJYnX-KawxRknje407Ll1L80Ui_L7pFDfGI


Reader poll: What number of examples is ideal for persuasion? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This month's poll asks "What number of examples is ideal?"  

   

Persuasive writing often demands examples. You can't expect your reader to take your 

word for everything. 

  

The right number of examples depends on the nature and complexity of your point. 

  

One example may be enough to prove a simple point. More examples may boost your 

argument's power. However, too many examples will overwhelm your readers, possibly 

causing them to stop reading. 

  

Please vote in the poll at "What number of examples is ideal for persuasion?" 

   

  

Last month's reader poll: How do you attract readers to your financial blog? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Last month's reader poll asked "What techniques help you attract readers to your blog?" 

  
There was a 5-way tie for the top spot in the poll. Commenting on other people's blogs, 

Facebook, SEO, Twitter, and word of mouth are the most popular techniques to attract 

readers. 

  

I shared this poll on LinkedIn and received the following suggestions: 

  

 "Content, content, content. This doesn't build an audience quickly, but rather it 

creates a dedicated audience that builds over time."--Jim Blankenship     

 "Lots of freebies!"--Fern Alix Larocca      

  
The top poll answers, each winning 10% of the respondents, were:  

 Commenting on other people's blogs 

 Facebook 

 SEO (search engine optimization) 

 Twitter 

 Word of mouth  

  

These were followed by "Offering incentives, such as free special reports" at 8% and the 

following at 6%"  

    E-newsletters 

    Guest blogging 

    LinkedIn Groups 

    LinkedIn Status Updates 

  

Less popular choices include Google+ and YouTube at 4% apiece and Forums, Giveaways, 

Links in e-communications, Links to other blogs, and Press releases at 2%. Nobody 

checked off Advertising, Blog carnivals, Contests, Links in paper communications, 
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Participating in other people's projects, or Public speaking, workshops. 

    

More on writing and marketing 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 How Merrill Lynch and US Trust stay relevant to clients, according to Justine Metz  

 Writing lesson from a museum exhibit  

 Wise words for writers from "Alpha Better Juice"  

 Email writers, think about this quote  

 Please, no tiny fonts on your PowerPoint slides  

 Bloggers, one theme per post, please  

 Financial writers clinic: Rhythm can help you  

 The power of analogy: U2 and alternative investments  
 Marketing via U.S. mail still pays  

 

Where you can find me--online and in person 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    

"How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-

Lesson Writing Class for Financial Advisors" 

My next virtual class for bloggers starts on Wed., January 

23. Click to learn more!    
  

"How to Write Investment Commentary People Will 

Read" at the CFA Society Hartford 

I'll be speaking about investment commentary at the CFA 

Society in Hartford, Conn. in May 2012. Stay tuned for 

details!     

  

The Investment Writing blog was in the news! 

My "Legal danger for financial bloggers" post made two 

suggested reading lists--one from the CFA Institute and the 

other from Michael Kitces of the Nerd's Eye Viewblog. 

  

In the Next 10 Clients newsletter 

Writing tips from my FPA Experience presentation appeared 

in the October 31 edition of the Next10Clients.com newsletter, written by Kristin Harad.  

  

  

  

Testimonial   

"Using Susan as we have for white papers and articles has created a great deal of 

efficiency for us. If we were to take time away from our day to write them ourselves, it 

would be a real loser for us. The investment of time for us, because of her preparation 

work, is minimal." 
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Please help me spread the word about this newsletter. Use the "Send to a Colleague" button to forward this 
newsletter with your personal note to your colleagues whom it would interest.  
 
Your colleagues' information will remain private. I have no way to learn their names or email addresses. 
 
Thank you! 

 

Quick Links... 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our website 

Our blog 

Our client testimonials 

"How do you ghostwrite my financial article?" 

 

 

Contact Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

phone: 617-969-4509 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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