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Legal danger for financial bloggers: Two misconceptions, three resources,

one suggestion
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No financial blogger wants to get in trouble with the law, become liable for financial
damages or tarnish his or her reputation. You've probably thought about compliance with
laws governing advisors registered with the SEC, FINRA, or other regulators. But what
about copyright laws?

Continue reading "Legal danger for financial bloggers: Two misconceptions, three
resources, one suggestion."

FAQ: "How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-Lesson Writing Class
for Financial Advisors"
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Are you a financial professional, writer, or marketer with questions about whether my
virtual class, "How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-Lesson Writing Class for
Financial Advisors," will work for you?

You'll find answers to common questions at "FAQ: 'How to Write Blog Posts People Will
Read: A 5-Lesson Class for Financial Advisors."
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The next class starts in January 2013. Sign up now for the Early Bird rate!

Marketing communication notes from #fpaexperience
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Here are some highlights from sessions I attended at FPA Experience 2012, the Financial
Planning Association's annual conference, in San Antonio, Texas. You'll notice my notes
focus on marketing and communication, even when that wasn't the speaker's focus.

Read the highlights in "Marketing communication notes from #fpaexperience."

Here are more of my blog posts inspired by FPA Experience:
e Your mother and the fiscal cliff
e Carville's advice to Romney applies to email writers, too
e If you missed my email presentation at FPA Experience...

Guest post: "Good Writing is Good for Business"
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Gil Weinreich and I had a great conversation about the importance to advisors of good
writing when he interviewed me for an article about email that appeared on AdvisorOne.
I'm delighted that I convinced him to share his thoughts in this guest post.

Read Weinreich's post at "Guest post: 'Good Writing is Good for Business.'

Social media as practiced by Britthey Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff Rose
Financial advisors can win new clients from social media. Here are some of the highlights
of what I heard from Brittney Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff Rose in a social media panel
moderated by Michael Kitces at FPA Experience in San Antonio in October 2012.

Continue reading "Social media as practiced by Brittney Castro, Cathy Curtis, and Jeff
Rose."

Finding easy-to-follow formulas for your blog posts
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"Are there writing formulas I can follow?" This question from one of my blogging class
students popped into my head as I read a Wall Street Journal article.

Continue reading "Finding easy-to-follow formulas for your blog posts."
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Reader poll: What number of examples is ideal for persuasion?
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This month's poll asks "What number of examples is ideal?"

Persuasive writing often demands examples. You can't expect your reader to take your
word for everything.

The right number of examples depends on the nature and complexity of your point.
One example may be enough to prove a simple point. More examples may boost your

argument's power. However, too many examples will overwhelm your readers, possibly
causing them to stop reading.

Please vote in the poll at "What number of examples is ideal for persuasion?"

Last month's reader poll: How do you attract readers to your financial blog?
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Last month's reader poll asked "What techniques help you attract readers to your blog?"

There was a 5-way tie for the top spot in the poll. Commenting on other people's blogs,
Facebook, SEO, Twitter, and word of mouth are the most popular techniques to attract
readers.

I shared this poll on LinkedIn and received the following suggestions:
e "Content, content, content. This doesn't build an audience quickly, but rather it

creates a dedicated audience that builds over time."--Jim Blankenship
e "Lots of freebies!"--Fern Alix Larocca

The top poll answers, each winning 10% of the respondents, were:
Commenting on other people's blogs

Facebook

SEO (search engine optimization)

Twitter

Word of mouth

These were followed by "Offering incentives, such as free special reports" at 8% and the
following at 6%"

E-newsletters

Guest blogging

LinkedIn Groups

LinkedIn Status Updates

Less popular choices include Google+ and YouTube at 4% apiece and Forums, Giveaways,
Links in e-communications, Links to other blogs, and Press releases at 2%. Nobody
checked off Advertising, Blog carnivals, Contests, Links in paper communications,
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Participating in other people's projects, or Public speaking, workshops.

More on writing and marketing
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How Merrill Lynch and US Trust stay relevant to clients, according to Justine Metz
Writing lesson from a museum exhibit

Wise words for writers from "Alpha Better Juice"

Email writers, think about this quote

Please, no tiny fonts on your PowerPoint slides

Bloggers, one theme per post, please

Financial writers clinic: Rhythm can help you

The power of analogy: U2 and alternative investments

Marketing via U.S. mail still pays

Where you can find me--online and in person
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"How to Write Blog Posts People Will Read: A 5-
Lesson Writing Class for Financial Advisors"

My next virtual class for bloggers starts on Wed., January
23. Click to learn more!

"How to Write Investment Commentary People Will
Read" at the CFA Society Hartford

I'll be speaking about investment commentary at the CFA
Society in Hartford, Conn. in May 2012. Stay tuned for
details!

The Investment Writing blog was in the news!

My "Legal danger for financial bloggers" post made two
suggested reading lists--one from the CFA Institute and the
other from Michael Kitces of the Nerd's Eye Viewblog.

In the Next 10 Clients newsletter
Writing tips from my FPA Experience presentation appeared
in the October 31 edition of the Next10Clients.com newsletter, written by Kristin Harad.

Testimonial

"Using Susan as we have for white papers and articles has created a great deal of
efficiency for us. If we were to take time away from our day to write them ourselves, it
would be a real loser for us. The investment of time for us, because of her preparation
work, is minimal."


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-b9a-i00qGCoRVB2fcfe1Y4l9KjaQtFYKnsn61ee9OZ0yneeutjZSLAtyRsnI431_Ek4GscqHOOy-vVeJAPRYeeWT-dD3DlwTjpiy6GWuaZpNSdU-O_ZFuS466r1Fy-DLiXCgjoT1RcfFZN4fFAsqHjy_sMbwFjoD8C_ocskdYgfrHBefRdaXESdIawYrILIF27IGu_b6lVdbZL8-lDrcczxJCtgA8L9XptqrDSbMs0LhLVVA-1LnmVw8MLjMhftqrMmXiERCPPm_ZMAqTf3alaELDXiW6rZE_niluujVKXR-UREfHHlXpKLIA3RpM-ElRB2kAaDYkRcyFTpPv6xYCJefZTD93muMmoodGSe0E3Kc_MYkneWvWXWYIBFK-AkEE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-Y_GVbBRV0D4lzcLVmFAvcjQGKZXWENRKkeM4qV8PBkS16k54vk8ndTMmryImqWfDYIKqkrpU-pPTuXNLNabUkiZF9hYdba7Nt-ULlDFiaAF085sSlqiGXTmjQjaLEuP2CRyiFDqmI1bUobaPXCcvs1vg7wzzc6slhwjDW4HAAZQHgNbHxfuM9TfPdgu5b9Rgyf6a7njW1xHHmM-HSeGvpKkKoysrz01mLieJuIkE8OAA0jj1jVdL5dlIcVRrCvUXS2e7eB5ipSPlWCTJSJPEMroLNvzHD10QKFuublXtRMW7Fjuv-3mAEvVX7oZBs7rCbOE73v7Cw4_ovwf2n5tcT6MIg2POjc5AyXq6FVltptYlJ9DflivbED7P_65gIHRPg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-bJ9OJ3SowxA_yf-kifA4TADCJrGShJVJXY3p6IR0poSn0nPRJ2duriFXtAoueAV6xlH-_NtYgbaV8oEZcr_xOEJoFWGozbBrmwpBFrOo3pPltIWn7DcGsIBcgGO2tFnyy0fmwoMxyBXh61MSilezAJB0W_mdsBb2hKb9vokFdZGXECanG75IycTOuks2SLR0WA2wpop8zrI5XRKYZ6lnhfGf4t-2lF868U0I1otWOP0efu2nNXUK_ncztKUf0NClL9u7ovzFw1zIK0A8uHOTaa0Q7wmoeVU8QQOk71RFjH-F3lPHnf2C8Q4tC5-U_bghHl1qY6KkXXd2JOH1mfGNQYxZn54bizcn9SKxLN1IuK_rMJWxDMKgX2vKphXnhQGBpDJrHGYaT9tA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-Z69bEkum0F-VzT_tMZST-8Udz_xJ04yY3A5yzGGxKYCplvfrnSuywciIfL5kpKejMNTCOfWO4hKlmNpv6ISzkwCKZA856oshteCxK9Iw4YwLWtx7vlhM_CMHSc6Zj3i6t2fNUN7UcE-UhABVyF9OIXccDyTmrODsRhYjNzj7LiNr3is9dwaDXY8nlbpVZg2TDTtAmnIyBc0403aPmPw_oW5J3PiNVdFCBnY-BlKTRQYuA46QwZKP9vS_OTED5ALY7oZmyiLKN31ALygEbaG5xmMgCyDbj8uu2VgGYfCVVp8yNlppnrWlJEAANYxbBE9LIDksqRQvmadDzfkK1u1WcW7IBqS2reiNqD3vwdND6yXuudtEQH2R4Pw63xjfVc3YQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-bjF2VuN5dlo7PnM_dd5qjHnDz5bcRsCN-_i4bbW23EPpVuqksyGJfT4rskEvOEjW3frYFTqHKe6gR669XIJaIyE8xB0zV4N3Pa846ve4AGvwA5sFzXwcd0hgoMp7nCb12eCcynz1yTwI5MAMproskxvIslyFlG6VeLrw91MVcL50G24NiqPRAAaPgXiZgcLU6PKgNtG805KRoxs1CN0AgeYAXpb5v8Y3865J0Wz0LoLKpa50j-dMLylFaxqPw_HYH5mmw4fn82RUBfq8xQNMPgHNK8khGHSdlcrJt7cB6or24si_WKzD_nI-c-yvRHVjfWyUeFVrsJo7t5_MaTLLc0IozMsxaBK6e352iBzbt9F975jicphUOo5lIlXwurfqDuPbqn0pnVMQ==
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bftsatbab&v=001OuIQBzTwSHk6Swdbq-b3f4ooYh1LSnBpl07lDH_34pbo-ol_7DjziR8-7Fra243Z47kCCd8NHVk_pNXhCHSFhIaYLm3AlPfxe2BUd8IZco4V1-xBPkgDCKZPmNZO9g-xJND8ALfRWWg%3D
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bftsatbab&v=001p_v0Yvtx7lxcy5zGN1tOUYl7pP1WOxx9XkfZAv_tXS8arJ4nP7BrMIyOovgbDy7XPkz_B4fUogU5uTqyg0xMTeCfFtQ39JRC3vBfZQDYcw8RTQ0cXiqusRvFr2n6bYZHddALZgBgMOw%3D
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bftsatbab&v=001xWuk4iGwEaLQEHbtO5fhAu1_-8nd216dJ7q6gtSC2IzbrZUsRIloMJVPGn3A7Hjm7aP1m3LzRXuFT4yRv1rT1DtpKt9jt4PgnGO9VegwN7024ynb_4y1wpRC3iuGz0ayLgMC7HVcmv4%3D
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=bftsatbab&v=001_3wh4u6-fR9U7aV180aG0tFkblTJa0NzhX3yowUJdO9k897Jpxrmm3enoJtPKrUZ_DHfIT6LdGfKOMpTcVpIi5IOU3IZgKGg1Tb_pfhrIvuv8Rzmp9eS7RJ9oHAxARpArIe1yVIDR_w%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-ZwF4wVepu2afEsfRH2Em1trBFiSv1GWgymqh7jZQ7wc8vvfO0f20VUrLiHuDFVp6ZFJ1G0OStaGYDzlQf6MBOX4fcuOgu1ekO48XNqzJ1krkGvYgilwM96eeMyinTBXgo_G2j7YJZDUmQVANVXFvQVqMTwDU3grtLMRTSTLEoP5KquupZthm95LU9Bfga13XODoptsMkAWErr8GWkHu2pEZ7N5yfGmSLxjmP1SfnHSaRcic1MsCOoTwLAdYPxAFQD63_UkvylEWMj57UItbcwwMY2fWsl9DMFmyd9BZSPJg5ebr7AaVFU5arDB6oeuMg6id0HyGcCHTQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-YSTPpXK5sCkGkZheT33IeLA6jY1OPCM0CjThoU3kcsTWRnxvSYJcbLHeIb-OKeWiKPt40krHsoqBJMg-zYSV06FjgeGCiD_Zi2sbN7Vd4Ekf3YMLBXi0_d-BGdwsOcaoF2KVXYmoJ4MNLIyZeBASXJPMonIAhWE8eLX6S9rkzjC1cTTAPtLIHUuZSS_wa-uZTDqy2XM0nr1450_BtxXi5Phv07KJK5KB6YYlztlLW08IkPlCRABaHLZ7NsBBlUI5S_TqyC4YDOhS_Kp38UURiQJq0CWlc0aCTjF095oNEmzVnHHOXUI645evSEF6aZFQXpVnC9TX3TQM5bBrTr1YQSTOAlrJcdzrK57Rte5jap699qqoF96BozyF3frMKajgjpOPN2qoBefLrlVhFBRh-FDgE1ipfGBbt18XPUu9-OltQicgHovbzg6HDd4X6mKQ081Cd985ZW3w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-ZroIy5AJ1lxsMCR61Z5T8o6d9UJ2ovP_X3YNdWsK1H60u7-OcvUpIoFzTPA-qEdv1wxod3rf_0XHYHWvY3y4SX9ZTsywN-DB3EqjNPNz5sRTmCTkVj8HqG12kiv7AJfEha6r-eLyq0Hk391ENNgDKG2kzf1JipcGjmpE_9xDvou7iKnsR-XzDLap9FK8hAjboHjr-T-9__JaXBpZHGC8cwf3XmqSaQ73U9hH1DTMSCgr-P26VM1GwcOVV-3xUKwx6irHpkiwgfuiTXSMOtd36iOqDxjrB8Y5Z8xMLafho7nTk_GjraTPoyZwQZAIA0qfGhDWCnP_yGG81UyqMBXFSM-yFrrzKgdDi4555OCkAoCCTnu7uw2EComjAhk4R9LuL9Zevh7crBKcTW4e92aW5u
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001keA8CEBTK-aPubhtbcxZ_q4Q9MN5QsQQVv-mDZPe5FBAsnPtADmlwwQZ3BSs-CXu_Mw3lpRRcq-LxgRZyAPnDEjRjxK_bNHGwOZtJOBDvOUU3AFYcIopiEe8uXzG-75PB3SsDKFDoxsPpZQOKPa0tEb9Fg8Sf-FGqNfenPs7RBXZYNh6ECyhz38hiMSJo7pEPPcGPzr0wJqFai389AKzQVONprgPVV3V8AStzBo_e5q2vp0VzfE2z3FEAJ196ZNlvmUO3bfE0PzP4V5UbBgB3p3xBqSL-Cmqk_Hmlvg4yezPV-5CUNBichVWS24DtWpO

B Send to a Colleague

Please help me spread the word about this newsletter. Use the "Send to a Colleague" button to forward this
newsletter with your personal note to your colleagues whom it would interest.

Your colleagues' information will remain private. I have no way to learn their names or email addresses.

Thank youl!

Quick Links...
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Our website

Our blog

Our client testimonials
"How do you ghostwrite my financial article?"

S AT e | View my profile on I
bwitter Linked ) | Find us on Facebook ¥isit my blog

Contact Information
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phone: 617-969-4509
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